ENGLISH    VOYAGES   TO   THK    CARIBBEAN

Spanish ambassador informed his master, \vas planned to take
advantage of the general situation nvutal by Philip's seizure of
Portugal and to develop Knglish business in the liasl. Ou icNovem-
ber 1582 Mcndozu reported to the king that seven sail had been for
some time ready at Plymouth for a distant expedition. lie gave their
names as the Primrose of London, ;po tons, the Minion, 180, Bark
Hastings, 100, two ships of Drake's of 100 tons each, and a pinnace of
80. This, omitting two long boats also mentioned, makes six, not
seven.1 They were bound, he said, for the island of San Thome and
the coast of Brazil, and thence would go to the Moluccas. 'The name
of the commander is surprising1, adds Dr. Williamson,- in deal-
ing with this matter, Mt was none* other than William Hawkins,
brother of John, a man now over sixty years of age . . , William
Hawkins must have sailed not long after the date of Mendoza's
report,'

Dr. Williamson does not consider the Spanish ambassador's
assertion, that the destination of their expedition was the Moluccas,
to constitute conclusive evidence that it was so; nor, indeed, can the
supposition be maintained in the face of the 'Draft of a letters patent
for Mr. W. Hawkins,'21 found by Dr. Williamson, under the terms of
which Hawkins probably put to sea. The purport of tins document
is that William Hawkins is empowered to maker a voyage to the coasts
of Africa and America Tor the better discovery of all trade of mer-
chandises in the said coasts.' Further, William Hawkins and his
company were to be licensed 'to serve Don Antony, K, of Port,
against his enemies.* Given the form of the document, it seems
possible that this licence may have been granted as an amendment
of the draft in its original shape, or it may have been laid down as a
condition. Apparently Hawkins's principal purpose, well in keeping
with the policy of his house, was indeed to make a voyage Tor the
better discovery of all trade of merchandises . . .' And it was to Africa
and America that Hawkins went with Richard Hawkins, John's only
son, accompanying him as vice-admiral.

Nevertheless, as he proceeded upon this voyage he visited Santiago
in the Cape Verde Islands and there, according to the narrator of a
subsequent expedition, the people of the place did him 'great \vrong
. . . when they did both break their promise, and murdered many of
his men . . .'4 It will be recalled that Drake too seems, in 1585, to
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